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tion of the Courts of The District of Columbia, Court of Claims, and 
Court of Private Land Claims. 

The volume has evidently been prepared for the practicing lawyer, 
and for the hurried lawyer of to-day, who desires to find, with the 
shortest possible expenditure of time, an authority that is, or appears 
to be, "on all fours" with some case he has in charge, and it is, 
therefore, as are the majority of text books now issued, little more 
than a carefully classified digest combining under a systematic 
arrangement the topics treated in the book, and which, in the ordi- 
nary digest, would not be found thus combined. There is little 
analysis of authorities and little to indicate the author's views on any 
topic. Cases are cited in the text instead of in foot-notes, and this 
feature, taken in connection with the entire absence of paragraphing 
to indicate the minor points under the black-letter section headings, 
often renders it difficult to ascertain the precise meaning of the text- 
Notwithstanding these features, however, which cannot be commended, 
the practitioner will undoubtedly find Mr. Taylor's work a valuable 
addition to his library. 

It is comprehensive, covering, in the first four parts, the topics of 
original jurisdiction, appellate jurisdiction over ordinary federal 
courts, over special federal courts, and over state courts. Part V is 
devoted to a consideration of "The Great Writs" as issued by the 
Supreme Court, and Part VI to procedure. The sub-topics are well 
and logically arranged, and presented with sufficient completeness ; 
the style is clear, and the text, on the whole, accurate and supported 
by the authorities cited, although it would not be difficult to mention, 
some important cases which have been omitted. 

The six parts above enumerated are preceded by two interesting 
portions of the work which can be commended to students as well as 
practitioners: one, the so-called "Preface" covering over sixty 
pages, and giving an outline of the leading cases from the organization 
of the Supreme Court to date of publication, and the other, the 
"Introduction" of thirty-six pages, entitled "Genesis of the Supreme 
Court" The volume also contains as appendixes the Rules of the 
Supreme Court, and a number of forms. 

There seems to be a useful place for this book, as it does not come 
into very close competition with the well-known treatises on Federal 
Practice such as Foster's, in which only a portion of the topics dis- 
cussed by Mr. Taylor are considered, and the treatment of those that 
are considered is necessarily less exhaustive. 

Taxation of Corporations in New York for State and Local 
Purposes. By Henry M. Powell. Albany. Matthew Bender & Co. 
1905. pp. xxx, 286. 

To any one who has had to deal with corporate taxation in New 
York, any book which helps to throw light on the maze of statutes- 
bearing on the subject is of interest In the work now under review, 
Mr. Powell first gives in detail the law with reference to local taxation, 
special attention being given to taxation in New York City. This is 
followed by a short chapter on the special franchise tax, and this in 
turn by a consideration of state taxation. Part IV is devoted to forms- 
and in an appendix several special laws are given. The book is well 
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indexed both as to subject matter and statutes. A good feature of 
the table of cases is that the dates of most of the cases are given. 
However, in a few cases the date is omitted, apparently without any 
reason. 

The method of treatment adopted by the author in the body of 
the work is to give the section of the statute in fine print with a short 
statement of the results reached in different decided cases, which have 
arisen under the section or similar sections. This is an easy method 
for an author, but results in making the book nothing more than an 
annotated tax law and subject to all the defects incident to such a 
work. What is really needed, is a readable work based on the statutes 
and decisions giving a statement of exactly how to proceed in making 
up reports for taxation and in having the action of the tax commis- 
sioners reviewed. General works of this character exist, but such a 
work, devoted exclusively to corporate taxation, would be of help. 
As to the present work, it is almost as difficult to follow as the tax 
law itself. 

The author apparently prefers lengthy forms. In view of the 
technical character of many of the New York decisions on questions 
of practice, he is probably correct in so doing, although the result is 
that the forms become inconveniently long. As a whole, the forms 
seem to be carefully drawn, although it must be said that paragraph 3 
in form number 6 is hardly proper pleading. 

Constitutional Law in the United States. By Emlin McClain, 
LL.D. New York, London and Bombay: Longmans, Green and 
Co. 1905. pp. xxxviii, 438. 

The purpose of this volume is stated as follows by the author: 
"This book is not, on the one hand, a theoretical exposition of the 
general principles of government, nor, on the other, a mere descrip- 
tion of the workings of the State and federal governments and their 
various departments. But, as its title imports, so far as the accom- 
plishment corresponds to the purpose, it is an exposition of the prin- 
ciples of an established system; and it is intended to afford to the 
teacher an explanation of the important events of the history of our 
government, and the means of intelligently comprehending the prob- 
lems constantly arising, the solution of which will make our constitu- 
tional history of the future. In short, if the book serves its purpose, 
it will enable the person who intelligently uses it to reach a rational 
and correct conception of the nature and meaning of the constitu- 
tion of the United States and of his state, and to understand the 
essential features of the governments provided for by such consti- 
tutions." 

A valuable feature of the work is the attention given to the func- 
tion of the " state " in our system of government. The activities of 
the national and state governments are treated together in each field 
of operation. This brings out the correlation of the two, and shows 
in a satisfactory manner the way in which the whole field of govern- 
ment is covered by our dual system. Every part of the Federal Con- 
stitution, and every important part of a state constitution, is taken up 
and discussed, largely from the point of view of present operation. 
The discussion is on broad lines and is nowhere cumbered with 



